Did earthworms contribute to the parasitic evolution of dermatophytes?
The survival of dermatophyte species in the gut of four species of earthworms was studied by feeding the fungi to the earthworms. Recovery of the dermatophyte species in culture from the guts was only possible for Microsporum gypseum and Chrysosporium keratinophilum. In the light of these findings, we presume that earthworms could have influenced the parasitic evolution of certain dermatophytes.